
Windsor Castle
This simple resource is designed to stimulate conversations around The Queen and Windsor Castle. 

Windsor Castle is home of The Queen and the oldest and largest inhabited castle in the world.

Pictures show: 

• Jane Bown, Queen Elizabeth II, February 2006 (RCIN 2584638) © Jane Bown Estate

• The Garter Day procession.

The Order of the Garter is the oldest order of chivalry, first introduced by Edward III in the 14th 

century. Today members are appointed by The Queen and Garter Day takes place, at the Castle, in June 

every year. Royal Borough residents can apply for passes to enter the Castle grounds and watch the 

procession.

Conversation starters:

• The long reign of The Queen – The Queen is 94 years old, her Coronation took place in 1953, and 

most recently her Diamond Jubilee was celebrated in 2012.

• The Castle has been the backdrop to many spectacular events, from the annual Garter Day 

procession, to State Visits, like that of President Sarkozy in 2008 and more recently the royal 

weddings of The Duke and Duchess of Sussex and HRH Princess Eugenie and Jack Brooksbank.



Windsor Castle

The lavish State Rooms are used for royal entertaining, including State Banquets and royal 
events like investitures. At an investiture someone who has been awarded an honour 
receives their award in person from The Queen, or a Member of the Royal Family. 

Photographs show: 

• The Waterloo Chamber 

Created for George IV to celebrate the victory of the Battle of Waterloo. Where 
investitures take place and where The Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations were held.

• St George’s Hall

Where banquets honouring a State Visit are held, seating up to 160 people, and where The 
Duke and Duchess of Sussex and HRH Princess Eugenie and Jack Brooksbank held their 
wedding receptions.

Conversation starters:

• Both of these State Rooms can be seen on a visit to Windsor Castle. Have you been to 
the Castle? Did you visit as a child, parent, or grandparent?
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The Queen spent a lot of time at the Castle, with her sister 
Princess Margaret, during the Second World War.

Photographs show:  

• Princess Elizabeth’s first broadcast during a ‘Children's Hour’ 
programme, 12 October 1940 (RCIN 2002152)

• King George VI and his family at Windsor Castle, 20 April 1940
(RCIN 2108362)

Conversation starters:

• Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret spent most of the war years 
at the Castle, apart from their parents. Berkshire was 
categorised as an Evacuee ‘reception’ area due to its rural 
nature.

• George VI became King unexpectedly following the abdication of 
his brother, King Edward VIII, in December 1936. He reigned for 
16 years and provided much morale boosting during the Second 
World War.
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Soldiers from the Household Division guard The Queen and undertake the 
Changing the Guard Ceremony at the Castle.

Photographs show: 

• Changing the Guard in the Lower Ward of Windsor Castle

Conversation starters

• The Victoria Barracks in Windsor is home to the Coldstream Guards, one of the 
five footguards regiments of the Household Division. The other four being the 
Grenadier, Scots, Irish and Welsh Guards.

• There are two mounted regiments, forming the Household Cavalry – the Life 
Guards and the Blues and Royals, who are based at the Combermere Barracks.

• During the Changing the Guard ceremony one group of guards hands over 
duties to another. You can watch the whole ceremony in the Lower Ward of the 
Castle or see the Guards match through the town centre from their barracks to 
the Castle.
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The Castle was devastated by a fire in 1992. Many rooms 
were destroyed, but thankfully then beautifully restored.

Photographs shows: 

• St George’s Hall after the fire

• St George’s Hall restored after the fire

Conversation starters

• The fire broke out on the 20 November 1992. It 
destroyed 115 rooms including nine State Rooms.

• The fire was first spotted around 11:30. Three hours 
later 225 firemen from seven counties were battling 
the flames. 

• The restoration was completed on the 20 November 
1997, 5 years to the day after the outbreak of the fire 
and the 50th wedding anniversary of The Queen and 
The Duke of Edinburgh.

Royal Collection Trust / © Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 2020


